IS    POLAND    LOST?

Russians soldiers, were 'washed* and altered.
In time, the Russian authorities were obliged to
print passports on special paper which assumed
all the colours of the rainbow under this treat-
ment, and they also used special seals. Thereupon
the Poles began to manufacture the passports
themselves. For example, of 800 passports forged
by the Poles in Warsaw not a single one was
questioned by the Russians. Here again, it was
the women who did the greater part of the
work.

The women also played an overwhelmingly
important role in the organization and running
of a secret postal service. After the German
occupation of Warsaw the Germans made com-
munication between the city and the rest of the
country as difficult as possible and prohibited
correspondence between the parts of Poland
controlled by them and the Austrian-controlled
parts. It was the women and in particular Mme
Maria Richter, who proposed the establishment
of a separate Polish postal service. The women
acted as postmasters, sorters and postmen, dealing
with correspondence directed both ways, and
also to and from the front. In some villages they
had regular post offices, the charge per letter being
ten kopeks. During the few months before the
re-establishment of a regular postal service the
women delivered some 4,000 letters in the Austrian-
occupied territories, and nearly twice as many in
Warsaw. Naturally, this postal service also dealt
with prohibited propaganda material. The Germans